RESOLUTION

Endorsed by the North Carolina Legislative Black Caucus (July 16, 2008)

WHEREAS a young African American, Mr. James Johnson, after learning the identity of the young man who raped and murdered a young white woman in Wilson, North Carolina in 2004, broke the “no snitch” rule of the streets and reported the identity of the murderer to the Wilson police;

AND WHEREAS the young man who had committed the crimes was so angry about this violation of the “no snitch” rule that he lied to Wilson prosecutors and said Mr. Johnson was the perpetrator and, based on this fabrication, the State charged Mr. Johnson with capital murder and incarcerated him without bail;

AND WHEREAS the murderer then told his lawyer, his psychologist, and the Court in sworn testimony that he had acted alone and that he had borne false witness against Mr. Johnson because of him having broken the “no snitch rule” of the streets;

AND WHEREAS after the State knew the accusation by the perpetrator was a vindictive lie and the State had no credible evidence to prosecute its murder and rape charges against Mr. Johnson, the State continued to demand $1 million bond and threatened to try Mr. Johnson for murder and rape before a Wilson County jury made up of citizens who had read lurid accounts of the horrible crimes and had been repeatedly informed the State had probable cause to charge Mr. Johnson with these crimes;

AND WHEREAS in June 2007, three years after Mr. Johnson was arrested and placed in jail, and after his legal team and family had been trying to get the facts of this injustice publicized, the State NAACP with the help of a coalition of the clergy were able to convince some knowledgeable people outside of Wilson to review the handling of the case by the State;

AND WHEREAS in September 2007, after Mr. Johnson had been held in jail for 39 months, the State agreed to reduce his $1million bond to $60,000 and transfer his case to a special prosecutor appointed by the Administrative Office of the Courts;

AND WHEREAS the family of James Johnson raised the bond and he was freed from jail the same day, and within a couple of months the special prosecutor found insufficient evidence to prosecute him for the crimes the State had jailed him for and dismissed them all in December 2007;

BUT WHEREAS the special prosecutor added a last-minute charge of accessory after the fact, apparently because Mr. Johnson had wrestled for three days with the decision about reporting the murderer to the police;

AND WHEREAS prosecutors have said that if the State now requires witnesses who learn about a crime after it is committed must report immediately or else be charged with accessory after the fact, many witnesses will think long and hard about putting themselves in danger on the streets as well as in the criminal justice system;

AND WHEREAS the mishandling of this case by the State is self-evident to those who know the facts; the jailing of Mr. Johnson for 39 months is inexcusable; and the last-minute accessory charge against him for taking three days to turn in the murderer seems an effort to pacify some forces who had much invested in showing the public they had some reason for holding Mr. Johnson;

AND WHEREAS we condemn the deplorable and despicable actions of the perpetrator of the heinous crimes leading to the death of another; BE IT RESOLVED that the North Carolina Legislative Black Caucus sends both their condolences and apologies to the family of the young woman who was killed for their terrible loss;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the North Carolina Legislative Black Caucus joins the many reasonable observers who know the facts of this case in demanding the last-minute charge against Mr. Johnson be dismissed so he can get on with his life.

